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GABON 


Mandatory Loans Imposed on Workers, Enterprises 
AB251726 Paris AFP in French 1111 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] Libreville, 25 Jun (AFP) — Gabonese authorities officially 
announced today the launching of a program of an exceptional 
and compulsory “solidarity” contribution amounting to 27 billion 
CFA francs (Fr540 million). An ordinance signed by President 
Omar Bongo and released by the press today indicates that this 
contribution, which is a loan, is requested for an |8-month period 
and divided into two parts: |2 billion CFA francs to be collected 
from June to December 1987, and 15 billion for the year 1988. 
An initial deduction of 3 percent will be made on the gross 
salaries (less deductions for transport, housing, and family 
upkeep allowances) of all workers with a salary exceeding 
100,000 CFA francs (Fr2000), the ordinance further stipulates. 


Enterprises, autonomous parastatals, and those in the liberal 
professions will also contribute to this loan. Their contribution 
will range from 0.2 to 1.5 percent of the capital, according to the 
individual case. The loan will carry an interest rate of 7.5 percent 
per annum, and will be paid back as of mid-June 1992 for the 
first part, and mid-June 1993 for the second portion. The state 
could also repay the loan in advance. 


These measures, the principles of which had already been 
announced, come as a supplement to another ordinance imposing 
contributions (20 to 30 percent of salary) on heads of department 
and executives of the public and parastatal sectors as well as 
workers in local collectivities whose salary exceeds 500,000 CFA 
francs (Fr10,000). 


Gabon is presently suffering from a serious economic and finan- 
cial crisis. The profits from oil exploitation which in 1985 covered 
65 percent of budgetary receipts, are dropping steadily both from 
the drop in the price of crude oil ard the dollar rate. The country 
is looking for fresh funds in order to fill a financial “hole” of 
about 20 billion CFA francs. Gabon, which signed a firm 
agreement with the IMF, is currently undertaking negotiations 
with the World Bank to set up a structural adjustment scheme 
aimed at diversifying its economy. The main resolutions are 
expected to be announced soon. 


Under the heading “Let Us Close our Ranks,” the Gabonese 
official daily L Union, in today’s editorial, called on all Gabonese 
to “willingly make their share of the sacrifices.” “It is only at this 
price that Gabon will win its war against the present crisis,” the 
daily adds. 


ZAIRE 


Mobutu Gives Address to Rally on Current Issues 
AB242!52 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1758 GMT 24 Jun 87 


[Excerpts] Kinshasa, 24 Jun (AZAP] — The major highlight of 
the people’s rally that Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko addressed 
today at Kinkole, within the framework of the celebration of the 
20th anniversary of “Fishermen’s Day,” was his announcement 
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that Citizens Kibassa-Maliba, Tshisekedi, Ngalula, and others, 
were now free to return to the fold. This sensational piece of 
information was widely acclaimed by thousands of militants who 
had gathered at the fishing town to listen to the leader of the 
party-state. 


The leader said that, as father of the nation, he welcomed this 
reunion within the large MPR family because of the importance 
of national unity. “Although | am firm about national unity, 
respect for the Constitution, and the country’s political organiza- 
tion, | am also capable of showing flexibility and exercising 
patience towards lost sons who eventually repent,” the father of 
the nation emphasized, advising militants not to harbor feelings 
of hatred and frustration towards their fellow countrymen. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


The father of the nation disclosed that the persons affected by 
the amnesty had written to him to inform him of their desire to 
return to the party-state, and their first application was made in 
March through the governor of the Kasai Oriental Region. The 
leader then agreed to meet them, and subsequently received them 
at Gbadolite. At their own request, negotiations were later held 
with one of the head of state’s associates, and the persons 
concerned finally repented. They have therefore been redeemed 
by the large MPR family. [passage omitted] 


Speaking on the issue of rumormongering, the father of the 
nation strongly condemned the persistent rumor — repeated even 
among his closest aides, he said with bitterness — that his 
daughter, who is currently hospitalized in Brussels, had report- 
edly died while preparations were under way for the party 
anniversary celebrations, and that the head of state wanted to 
celebrate that anniversary first, before announcing the death of 
his daughter. “That amounts to subversion.” He cited witnesses 
who, as recently as last week, visited his ailing daughter receiving 
treatment in Brussels. 


The head of state also strongly condemned the acts of vandalism 
of those who ransacked shops and other property belonging to 
aliens because of a penalty kick the national soccer team, the 
Leopards, was not awarded during their match with their Congo- 
lese counterpart in Brazzaville. “I condemn the manhandling 
that our players were subjected to in Brazzaville, but | also 
condemn the reaction of the Kinshasa citizens who attacked 
foreigners, in disregard of the legendary hospitality of Zairians,”’ 
he said. [passage omitted] 


On the political situation, the head of state warned those can- 
didates in the forthcoming elections who are claiming that they 
were recommended by him, to desist from doing so. As the father 
of the nation, he stressed, he cannot favor certain people to the 
detriment of others. “I have never recommended anybody.” 
“Those using my name are mere impostors,” he stated firmly. He 
called on them to desist from playing this sort of game, which 
can get them into trouble with the law. 


Then, he explained the role of the various organs thai will be set 
up after the forthcoming elections. The collectivities councils will 
deal only with issues connected with the communities, and the 
zonal councils will only handle problems at the level of the zones, 
while the regional assemblies will be empowered to address 
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themselves to al! regional matters. As for the legislative council, 
it will deliberate on important national and international prob- 
lems. This is why its membership has been reduced to 200, the 
president of the Republic recalled. [passage omitted] 


The father of the nation stressed that he places particular empha- 
sis on agriculture in order to deal with the food deficit, in 
conformity with the state decision on this issue made at the | 2th 
ordinary session of the Central Committee. The state decision 
established a 5-year plan of dealing with the economic situation 
by boosting local production and eliminating the deficit in corn, 
rice, sugar, and meat production. If it is possible to increase corn, 
rice, and sugar production, it is difficult to do so in the case of 
meat, he admitted, because the animal breeding sector has long 
remained undeveloped. In this regard, he pointed out that his 
visits to Brazil and Argentina are an indication of his concern 
with improving and increasing agro-pastoral production. Those 
two countries have an enviable worldwide reputation in these 
sectors. With their cooperation, we will not be too far away from 
winning this fight. 


The head of state stated with confidence and optimism that 
preliminary efforts will be devoted to the various types of animal 
husbandry existing in the Gbadolite, Kasai, and Shaba Regions. 
Argentinian and Brazilian specialists are already working hard 
on this in Zaire, while 22 Zairian cadres have been sent to Brazil 
and || agronomists to Argentina to learn the appropriate tech- 
niques and technologies used in those countries. [passage omitted] 


The head of state urged the party’s militants to eagerly engage 
in farming. In this regard, he announced that ihe meeting of the 
Executive Council that he will preside over on 3 July will fix for 
each area a production quota for each item of food. In view of 
the spirit of emulation being shown in this sector, militants are 
expected to give of themselves in order to achieve the long- 
awaited abundance. 


The 35 million militants must produce to achieve food self- 
sufficiency. Quoting a foreign food production expert, the head 
of state said: “We have a couniry blessed by God. It is up to us 
to turn it into an earthly paradise.” 


In his appeal for vigilance, the head of state mentioned the case 
of the Kamina Base, the cost of the organization of the activities 
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that marked 20 May 1987, and some fanciful diplomatic reports 
aimed at discrediting Zaire. 


The head of state mentioned the slanders spread even by some 
great powers that the Kamina Base had reportedly ocen sold to 
the Americans and that from now on it would be used as a 
sanctuary to destabilize the regimes in neighboring states. That 
is all simply malice and misinformation, stated the head of state, 
who specified that the Kamina Base, as well as that of Kitona, 
are Zaire’s property and that it is in virtue of its sovereignity that 
Zaire has called on the Americans for the rehabilitation of this 
property almost in ruins. “I told this to my counterparts in 
Lusaka.” 


Zaire has neither expansionist nor warlike ambitions. It strives 
rather for the recovery of its economy and for the social bet- 
terment of its peuple. The disparagement campaign concerning 
the Kamina Base is the result of maneuvers aimed at setting 
Kinshasa against its neighbors, with whom we maintain gvod- 
neighborly relations, the head of state said, calling on all Zairians 
to be vigilant. 


He also called for vigilance concerning the diplomatic missions 
— at least some of them — which have indulged in spreading 
rumors, such as the quite fanciful one that the head of state had 
boycotted the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the MPR, 
while invitations were sent only to high-ranking cadres, despite 
the insistence of some of Marshal Mobutu’s counterparts. [sen- 
tence as received] Instead of making unfounded assertions about 
Zaire, the head of state calls on the diplomatic missions to mind 
their own business. [passage omitted] 


The head of state urges militants to be extra vigilant so that they 
can discourage those who spread rumors and whose only purpose 
is to sow confusion in people’s minds. By doing so, they want to 
divert the working masses from the present essential concerns, 
namely, economic recovery and social advancement for all. The 
well-being of all Zairians has always been my concern, and | have 
shown it many times in the past,” [no opening quotes received] 
he stressed. 


in conclusion, he announced that all those who have lodged 
complaints with the Ministry of Citizens’ Rights and Liberties 
will know, as of | July, the answer of the ministry in each case. 
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MALAWI 


Banda Sends Message to Mozambique’s Chissano 
MB251642 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] His excellency the life president, Dr Kamuzu Banda, has 
sent a message of congratulations and best wishes to President 
Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique on the occasion of that coun- 
try’s national day today. The message has been released by the 
Ministry of External Affairs in Lilongwe. In the message, the life 
nresident expressed the hope that the bonds of friendship that 
exist between Mozambique and Malawi will be further strength- 
ened for the benefit of the peoples of the two countries. His 
excellency the life president also wished President Chissano good 
health and success, as well as prosperity for the government and 
the people of Mozambique. 


Speaking at a reception in Lilongwe to mark the occasion, the 
Mozambican ambassador to Malawi, Mr Mahanyjane, hailed the 
leaders of Malawi and Mozambique for their untiring effort to 
improve the living conditions of their people. Mr Mahanjane also 
commended the good relations existing between Malawi and 
Mozambique and expressed the hope that the relations will 
continue to flourish. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Desmond Tutu Defends Comments on Violence 
MB251329 Dakar PANA in English 1416 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] Maputo, 25 June (AIM/PANA) — Christian teaching is 
that there comes a time when it would be justified to remove an 
unjust system violently, said the Anglican archbishop of Cape 
Town, Desmond Tutu in Maputo last night, but that he did not 
believe that moment had yet arrived in South Africa. 


Archbishop Tutu was speaking at a press conference and defend- 
ing himself against accusations in some of the South African 
media that he had advocated violence in remarks made earlier 
during his visit to Mozambique. 


He recalled that he had been asked whether the time for violent 
action had yet been reached and I [as received] said no. | don’t 
think we have got there yet and I| then said very straight for- 
wardly, | will tell you when we have reached that point. | said 
nothing here that | have not said before, declared the archbishop, 
and | said nothing which | am ashamed or repentant of. | would 
repeat what I have said. 


He challenged the South African regime to take action against 
him. If his words were treasonable, then | am returning on 
Monday, and | will want to challenge the South African Govern- 
ment and its supporters to prefer charges. He would be only too 
happy to answer charges of treason, he added. 


The archbishop pointed out that there was already a low intensity 
civil war in South Africa between the South African Armed 
Forces and armed fighters who were also South Africans. His 
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concern, he explained, was to try to prevent an all-out civil war. 
That was the reason he was calling on the international commu- 
nity to take action against the apartheid regime, he said. 


One journusust quoted a report in the pro-government South 
African paper The Citizen, according to which a group of con- 
cerned Anglicans had expressed opposition to Archbishop Tutu’s 
remarks in Maputo. They’re white Anglicans aren't they? he 
replied. | am pleased that they're concerned, but | can’t spend 
my time trying to justify myself to white people. They ought to 
be concerned about what their government is doing in this 
country. The archbishop was referring to the South African 
Government’s support for the bandits of the MNR. 


There is nothing | have said which I wish to retract, he continued. 
If there are white Anglicans who are upset by that, hard luck for 
hem. 


He added that his main concern was preaching the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that he was deeply worried that if we carry 
on like this, then South Africa is heading for certain destruction. 
He asked his white Anglican critics in South Africa whether they 
supported the killing and maiming of young children by the 
South African backed bandits. 


NAMIBIA 


SWAPO Reports RSA ‘Commando Unit’ in Caprivi 
MB260804 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 26 Jun 87 


{Text} SWAPO said in a statement yesterday that a South 
African commando unit has assembled at Katima Molilo in the 
Caprivi Strip and is poised to launch attacks on refugee centers 
in neighboring Frontline States. SWAPO said it had received 
information from very reliable sources in Windhoek that a 
terrorist commando unit code-named Search and Destroy has 
moved to Katima Molilo to prepare for attacks on centers housing 
SWAPO and ANC exiles in neighboring states. The commando 
unit is about 200 strong and it is equipped with special motorcy- 
cles and cars fitted with rocket launchers, communications 
equipment, and other lethal weapons for terrorist operations. The 
unit is made [words indistinct] from the former Selous Scouts of 
Rhodesia, former Portuguese secret police (PIDE) [Police for the 
Control of Foreigners and Defense of the State}, and FNLA 
[Angola National Liberation Front] and UNITA elements. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Pik B. tha: Crocker Fails To Give ‘Factual View’ 
MB251653 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1652 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] Cape Town, June 25, SAPA — The U:S. assistant secre- 
tary of state for African affairs, Dr Chester Crocker, had not 
given the U.S. Senate sub committee a factual view of southern 
Africa, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today. 
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Mr Botha accused Dr Crocker of failing to give a factual review 
of the developments in the region but had instead “sketched his 
personal preferential scenario which he coloured with his own 
mixture of unsubstantiated allegations and a biased interpreta- 
tion of the course of events in southern Africa.” 


Asked for comment on Dr Crocker’s evidence before the Africa 
sub committee on Wednesday, he said Dr Crocker had failed to 
offer any suggestion to improve the desperate living conditions of 
millions in southern Africa and had said nothing which could 
promote stability and peace in the region. 


Dealing with the allegation that South Africa was aiding the 
Renamo rebels of Mozambique, the minister said he had been 
trying for years now to obtain proof of such aid from the 
Americans. “At the same time Dr Crocker should know from 
which countries Renamo is in fact receiving aid but | have never 
heard him mention them.” 


He [Crocker] had also insisted that South Africa was responsible 
for the Maputo incident of 29 May 1987, yet offered no substan- 
tiating evidence. Mr Botha repeated his denial of South African 
involvement and said Dr Crocker also knew that South Africa’s 
alleged involvement was rejected in informed circles, including 
“strategically placed people in Maputo.” 


Only the USA and Maputo held this viewpoint. 


Mr Botha said he had instructed the ambassador in Washington 
to approach Dr Crocker, “and insist once more than he furnish 
reasons for repeating this allegation.” 


He also instructed South Africa’s representative in Maputo to 
ask for an audience with the authorities and request them to 
reveal the basis for their accusation. 


Dr Crocker said nothing of the dropping of white representation 
in the Zimbabwe parliament, of the communist direction that 
government was taking or of the insults American representa- 
tives there were subjected to. 


He said Dr Crocker had also failed: 


— To mention Mr Botha’s efforts to get the Mozambique 
minister of defence to meet his South African counterpart to sort 
out complaints face to face; 

— To mention that Mozambique unilaterally suspended the joint 
security commission established in terms of the Nkomati Accord; 
— To offer any relief for millions of Mozambicans facing starva- 
tion; 

— To mention the “frightful retrogression” of medical services 
in that country; 

— To mention the ANC’s continued infiltration from Mozam- 
bique via Swaziland to South Africa where innocent people were 
then maimed and killed; 

—- To mention that an estimated 200,000 Mozambicans fled to 
South Africa, many of them illegally, in order to obtain work, 
food, medical services and security. 
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Radio Rejects Accusations of Destabilization 
MB260531 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 26 Jun 87 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] An extraordinary attack on South Africa by Dr Chester 
Crocker has provoked one of the most senior members of the 
United States Congress to retort that the assistant secretary of 
State does not know what he is talking about. Senator Jesse 
Helms, chief Republican spokesman on foreign affairs in the 
Senate, was responding to testimony by Dr Crocker in which he 
accused South Africa of attempts at destabilization. 


In support of his allegation, Dr Crocker referred to an armed raid 
in Maputo last month. The Mozambican Government, not unex- 
pectedly, blamed South Africa at the time. Less routinely, the 
American Government, which in the past had demanded evi- 
dence before issuing public statements on such incidents, at once 
joined the chorus of condemnation. South Africa denied the 
charge. There were reports that the violence was the work of 
opposing factions of the ANC. And in spite of being repeatedly 
challenged to do so, neither Washington nor Maputo has yet 
produced a shred of substantiating evidence. 


The tactic of using South Africa as a scapegoat to explain away 
internal violence, accusing it of destabilization, is so well estab- 
lished in some southern African countries that it passes almost 
unnoticed. Its credibility has declined with every occasion on 
which its practitioners are exposed. In the latest incident, the 
Botswana Government finds itself in an embarrassing situation 
after placing the usual blame on South Africa for a car bomb 
explosion in Gaborone in April. The official finding was that a 
South African police agent had driven the vehicle. In fact, it now 
emerges there is proof of the person’s association with the ANC 
and his part in the explosion, and during the investigation Bots- 
wana refused an offer by the South African authorities to provide 
the evidence to that effect. 


There is no ambiguity about South Africa's attitude to the 
development and stability of southern Africa. Calls for peaceful 
cooperation to the bene‘ii of the region as a whole have been 
repeated many times over the years, and there is a long-standing 
offer to enter into nonaggression treaties with any states that 
share this ideal. The policy is given practical effect in a variety 
of fields, notably in transport — a widely publicized recent 
example being the rushing of fuc' supplies to Zimbabwe when it 
suddenly experienced a critical shortage. 


As for Mozambique, that country has been the beneficiary of 
vigorous efforts to promote development cooperation since the 
signing of the Nkomati Accord. Among the initiatives have been 
the doubling of the railway to Maputo, the modernization of 
facilities at the harbor, export credit, and agricultural develop- 
ment. No doubt, Mozambicans’ unilateral withdrawal from the 
joint security commission established under the Nkomati Accord 
and renewed ANC activities have had an effect. But even this 
week, details were published of a 3 million rand South African 
loan to launch the first phase of a major upgrading of Maputo 
harbor. The direct benefits to Mozambique include the creation 
of new jobs and a seven-fold increase in harbor income. 
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South Africa’s role as an agent of stability and development in 
southern Africa is unmatched. Cynical cliches about destabiliza- 
tion demonstrate either ulterior motives or, as Senator Helms 
suspects, ignorance. 


Van der Merwe Comments on Reform, Negotiation 
MB25201 2 Johannesburg Television Service in English 
1830 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Interview with Stoffel van der Merwe, deputy minister of infor- 
mation and censtitutional planning, by Freek Robinson and 
Pekwani Mashilwane, on the “Network” program — video 
recorded] 


[Text] [Robinson] Good evening from Cape Town. And with us 
[are] the deputy minister and my colleague, Pekwani Mashil- 
wane, or Mash, as we know him for short. Mash, could you 
continue? 


{[Mashilwane] Thank you. Mr Minisier, the government 
requested a mandate from the electorate during the previous 
election to go forward with the process of reform. That is obvious; 
everybody knows the government received a mandate. But is 
there anything that is already being done at the moment regard- 
ing negotiation and the whole process of reform? 


[Van der Merwe] Well, of course, the process of reform has been 
a long time in doing. A lot of reforms have already been effected. 
But then, most recently, after the election, the spotlight came 
again on the next phase of reform, and especially, then, the 
negotiations that need to accompany that new phase. And the 
state president has already made statements which are intended 
to create a climate for negotiation and other gestures in that line. 
And, in fact, we are at the moment already talking to people. Of 
course, we Cannot expect that at this point in time we must talk 
to people on platforms. But there is already a ‘ot under way. 


[Robinson] There is specific new portfolio that you have. Have 
you yourself done anything so far in the new capacity? 


[Van der Merwe] Yes indeed, as | have had conversations with a 
large variety of people, both black and white, that are connected 
with this front. Of course, you must give me some time to square 
myself up properly to take stock of what has been done, because 
already a lot has also been done in the field of speaking to black 
people to find out how they feel, what do they want, what can we 
do. And so I am taking a bit of stock, but already we are under 
way. 


[Mashilwane] Freek, if | may come in here. In South Africa, 
when you speak of reforms — the underlying factor found to be 
negotiation [as heard]— exactly what are we going to negotiate? 


[Van der Merwe] The ultimate aim which we have is to create a 
political system in which all people will participate up to the 
highest level in such a way that we do not exchange one form of 
domination for another form of domination. In other words, we 
must create a particular system for a particular requirement of 
the South African circumstances. Now, it is easy for us to design 
such a system one-sidedly, but that is not going to answer the 
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problems of South Africa. What we need is, we need the cooper- 
ation of all the leaders in South Africa, of all the groups of all 
the commuuties in South Africa, to waik this road with us so 
that we can do it in such a way that it is acceptable to all the 
communities; and that all the people understand why it has to be 
done this way and not that way, and that they can only do if they 
are present at the process of creation. And this is what we are 
employed in at the moment. 


{Robinson} Can we try to be practical and come to some of the 
basic things? What exactly is the bottom line of the National 
Party? Are you going into negotiation with certain nonnegotia- 
bles, and could you spell that out? 


[Van der Merwe] No, we are going into this process with our ideas 
of what such a system should look like, and why... 


[Robinson, interrupting] These are not conditions? 


[Van der Merwe] They are not conditions; they are ideas, with 
our own ideas of what it should look like. And, of course, we have 
certain — not prerequisites — but certain parts of, or shall | say, 
certain principles which we think should be embodied into it, but 
those are not preconditions... 


[Robinson, interrupting] Clarify on the conditions, or those prin- 
ciples. 


[Van der Merwe] We feel that everybody should participate, 
that’s one. In other words, we are talking about, broadly 
speaking, about democracy. We are not talking about some 
totalitarian system. 


[Robinson] If you are talking about everyone, do you mean every 
group or every person? 


[Van der Merwe] Well, in the end, every person must have a vote. 
How we structure that is something which we should decide upon 
together. 


[Mashilwane] Mr Minister, in other words, the South African 
Government is now prepared to discard group classification” 


[Van der Merwe] No, | did not say that. | did not say that. What 
I said is that the final test will be whether each person has a vote, 
has a channel for participation. How we structure that...[changes 
thov ght] Of course, we believe in the group approach for particu- 
lar reasons, but that does not mean that we are not going to talk 
to people who do not believe in the group approach. We believe 
in that, and we will pit our ideas against the ideas of other people 
in these negotiations, and so we can see then if they have a more 
valid argument. And if the system which they propose can ensure 
peace for everyone in South Africa, that’s fine. 


[Robinson] Could we just get absolute clarity on that principle, 
then — the principle of groups in South Africa and participation 
in politics. That is not a precondition... 


[Van der Merwe, interrupting] That's not... 
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| Robinson, interrupting] ...in the negotiation process, that you are 
not prepared to negotiate that at all? 


{Van der iMerwe] No, it is not a condition about which we will 
not talk to people, that we will say: This is fixed, you must take 
this as a given. We think and we believe that our approach — 
which is, incidentally, the group approach, or ‘he approach based 
on communities — we believe that this is a very strong approach, 
a very valid approach, in the circumstances of South Africa. And, 
therefore, we will be propagating this in the talks that we will be 
having with other people. But, of course, that leaves them free to 
propagate their views with us. 


[Robinson] 1 don’t think we should be too technical, but could you 
just say what you meanby a group? 


[Van der Merwe] We believe that groups of people around 
narticular unifying interests, of which culture is probably the 
n.ost important, those people — it is easiest if one can structure 
your political participation through those groups. That is what 
we think. It will take a long time to motivate that exactly. I do 
not want to motivate it fully now. But that is what we are talking 
about. We are talking about cultural groups, about communities, 
communities with common interests. 


[Robinson] Now, just a quick one on that. Do you feel you have 
more common interests with, say, the Greek citizens 1 South 
Africa — who are South African — than with my colleagues, 
Mash, here, who is a South African and born here? 


{Van der Merwe] Overall, we are ali South Africans. Overall, if 
things go wrong in South Africa, then | will suffer, and you will 
suffer, and we will all suffer. So, the overarching interest is a 
common one for all people in South Africa — once that has been 
satisfied, once we have created something in which we can all live 
together. Then there are also other particular interests, where it 
is, perhaps, easier for me to associate with a person like myself 
~~ with my own Western background — than with other people; 
not that | have got anything agains! people with a different 
background or anything like that. It is just, from time to time, 
easier for me to associate with people of my own cultural back- 
ground than with other people. But | must stress again, this does 
not negate the overall common interest which all of us have. After 
all, we are all South Africans. 


{Mashilwane] But, Mr Mir.ister, one wonders how are we going 
to succeed to get everybody involved or have a say in the 
decisionmaking process of this country, if we still take heteroge- 
neity as a dominant factor in the South African society. 


[Van der Merwe] | think it works like this: If one protects the 
community interests of particular communities, we could take 
that to start off with. Then one gives self-confidence to those 
communities; then they don’t have to fight to protect those rights. 
Those rights are already protected, and that then gives them the 
confidence to cooperate with all other people across the 
boundaries of the groups. And in that way we eliminate a lot of 
internal strife. Because if you do not protect the groups, then they 
must themselves protect the groups, ana they can only do that by 
fighting one another. 
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{| Mashilwane]Some people are of an opinion that once you pro.ect 
an individual you have already protectec' a group. 


{Van der Merwe] Yes, | know that is a very popular approach, 
and that is actually an approach that was developed in countries 
with a homogenous culture — in Western European countries 
where they do not have the same problem. But you should 
remember that those groups — the Germans, the British, the 
French — are already protected as groups behind international 
boundaries. So they don’t have the problem that a group needs 
protection, because they have got \t. But we have to handle that 
level of ,litics also inside South Africa, and you cannot say that 
because ihe individual is protected sufficiently as an individual, 
that of necessity his interests in a particular group are also 
adequately protected; because there is an old saying that the 
whole is more than the constituent parts. If you just take a lot of 
spare parts, then it is just a lot of spare parts, but if you put them 
together they form a motor car, which is something different than 
just a collection of spare parts. 


[Robinson] Okay, could we move on to other matters’? You have 
already said that you are at the moment busy negotiating with 
black people, and we all know that you are negotiating about the 
national council. What do you tell them if you sit with them at 
the table? What is that nationa! council? 


{Van der Merwe] The main purpose of the national council is to 
create a forum where leaders of the various groups in South 
Africa must be structured. In other words, it is for the creation 
of a new political and constitutional dispensation. 


[Robinson] So there is a specific constitutional role? 


[Van der Merwe] Yes, it has a specific constitutional role. Ther 
it’s got a secondary role, which is optional, and that is because 
this process will undoubtedly take a bit of time to create the full 
new dispensation. In the meantime, black people do not have 
adequate channels into the central government. So, at the same 
time, this national council can then serve in a temporary capacity 
as a channel to at least make some inputs into the governmental 
system. 


[Robinson] How? 


[Va> dc: Merwe] in the sense that they can consider all sorts of 
matiers, for instance, legislation that is before parliament, and 
then they can... 


[Robinson interrupting] Before parliament or before it goes to 
parliament? 


[Van der Merwe] Either way one can talk about that, and then 
they can express an opinion on that. | admit that will only be an 
advisory role to begin with, but we should also bear in mind that 
it is only an interim, only a temporary thing; and that at least is 
better than the situation that we have got now. And it is not the 
permanent situation. 


[Mashilwane] How are you going to get the black leaders to 
participate in the national council, Mr Minister. Are you going 
to hold an election? 
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[Van der Merwe] This is one of the problems that we have, 
because we know who the leaders are of the homelands, of the 
people in the homelands. But then there are many people outside 


the homelands, where the leadership is not so clear, and we will 


have to find some sort of mechanism to identify the real leaders. 


of those people outside the homelands. We can hold elections, if 
that is the best way. But this is one of the things which we are 
discussing with people at the moment — what will be the best 
way to identify the leaders of the black people, especially outside 
the homelands, in order to participate. 


[Robinson] But judging by signs that we have received so far, even 
in speeches of the state president, the government seems to be 
thinking that black local authorities, as they are at the moment, 
would be the basis that would deliver those leaders for the 
national council. 


[Van der Merwe] No, no, that is not necessarily the intention. 
Because you will see, also, in the white political system which has 
been standing for a long time, you will find some people that 
progress from the third level, from the municipal level, eventually 
to the second level or the first level of politics. Some don't. So, 
therefore, if a person has been elected as a councillor for a local 
authority, that does not mean that the people want him to 
represent them on national level. So some »f those people will 
undoubtedly also figure, but not all. And that is not the basis. 
That is not the basis. 


{Mashilwane] Mr Minister, you have just had discussions with 
the UDF [United Democratic Front}, Can we expect the govern- 
ment, perhaps, to be changing its attitude towards the organiza- 
tion? 


[Van der Merwe] It is not..{changes thought] I haven't hed 
discussions with the UDF. There were discussions between mem- 
bers of the President's Council and a particular person of the 
UDF. | have got no objections to speak to individuals, because at 
the moment I am talking to individuals .»d not to organizations 
as such. | have got no objection to talking .o an individual who 
is a member of an organization, who is also affiliated to the UDF, 
so long as this person has got the real intention of creating a 
peaceful society for South Africa. 

{Mashilwane]So, in other words, the government sees no problem 
in the UDF participating in the activities of the national council? 


[Van der Merwe] Eventually, if we, say, for instance, we would 
decide together that elections must be held, then, the UDF is a 
legal organization in South Africa, and it will be able to partici- 
pate in those elections. And if the people then elect some UDF 
members, then that is what the people decided. 


{Mashilwane] Finally from me, Mr Minister, we are speaking of 
negotiating with blacks. But can we come out clearly? | mean, 
negotiating the future with blacks is a very wide concept. What 
are you actually going to do? Do vou ultimately want to see the 
government, or black leaders, in the legislative assembly cham- 
bers with you? 


[Van der Merwe] We say, we call it, we say, up to the highest 
level. Now, of course, that is vague. It’s vague; | admit its vague, 
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because we do not want to prejudge what the future system of 
South Africa is going to look like. If we say parliament, then 
people have got a particular picture, and then we are already 
within a particular future system. We want to keep it open at this 
point. Of course, the two top processes in politics is the legislative 
process and the executive process, and there is no doubt that the 
black people will have to participate in the legislative process and 
in the executive process. 


[Robinson] Thank you very much, Minister, and thank you, 
Mash, my colleague. Unfortunately, we don't have the time. 
Thank you for your participation. 


[Van der Merwe] Thank you very much. 


Police R Arresting More AZAPO Members 
MB251808 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
25 Jun 87 pp 1,4 


[By Nkopane Makobane and Langa Skosana} 


[Text] More members of the Azanian People’s Organisation and 
its sister Organisations are reported to have been detained in 
Natal and the Northern Cape — in what appears to be a 
crackdown on the organisation. 


Four people are said to have been detained under emergency 
regulations in Kimberley on June 17 — a day after services to 
commemorate the June 16 uprisings. 


They are Thekiso Tihatswane, an Azapo member and field 
worker for the South African Council of Churches; Monwabisi 
Vika, an Azapo chairperson and co-ordinator: vf Black Allied 
Mining and Construction Workers’ Union in Kimberley; and 
Ngungunyane Madoba, Azapo’s Kimberley branch treasurer. 


The fourth person is a Thomas Assegaai, a member of the 
Azanian Students’ Movement (Azasm) and a student at Ngoye 
University. 


In another wave of action against activists, at least 53 people 
most of them members of Azasm — are also reported to have 
been detained this week in Sobantu township near Maritzburg. 
So says Azasm publicity secretary, Mr Raschin Naidoo. 


He said among those detained is Azasm’s provincial organiser, 
Mr Chris Mathebe and the entire five-membe; branch executive 
of Azasm in Sobantu. 


Also detained is the deputy president of the Azanian Youth 
Organisation, Mr Jabulani Makhathiai. 


A telex sent by the Sowetan to police headquarters in Pretoria 
had not been replied at the time of going to press yesierday. 


However, police in an earlier report said “we do not confirm state 
of emergency detentions.” 
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Mr Naidoo said the clampdown on black consciousness members 
came days shortly after the detention of Azapo president, Mr 
Nkosi Molala, and other black consciousness adherents. 


Azapo’s deputy president, Mr L_ybon Mabasa, said the crack- 
down was in line with what the Government had claimed was its 
mandate from the white electorate in the recent general elections. 


“They are using the iron-hand tactics and gun mentality on 
innocent black people,” he said. 


Mr Mabasa also said Azapo had briefed its lawyers to have 
president, Mr Nkosi Molala and five black consciousness activ- 
ists released from detention. 


Mr Molala, Mr Brutus Manana of the Azanian Youth Organisa- 
tion; Azapo members Mr Thabo Sethume, Mr Philly Mosupye 
and Mr Vicky Matlala; and National Council of Trade Unions’ 
legal counsellor, Miss Malebo Rammopo were picked up from 
their homes last Friday. 


Police told their families they were being held in terms of 
emergency legislation. 


Police Hold 110 After ‘Swoop’ on Squatter Camp 
MB251332 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1331 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text]Cape Town, June 25, SAPA — More than | 10 people were 
held for questioning after a police swoop on the KTC squatter 
camp outside Cape Town today, the police have confirmed. 


About 800 police sealed off the township and a house to house 
search was conducted. A number of people are being held for 
having alleged stolen property in their possession. 


UDF Ad Marks Anniversary of Freedom Charter 
MB251938 Joharnesburg NEW NATION in English 
25 Jun-1 Jul 87 p i8 


[Advertisement issued by the UDF] 


[Text] NO[preceding word underlined] TO RACISM AND TYR- 
ANNY! 


YES [preceding word underlined] TO A PEOPLE'S DEMOC- 
RACY! 


— The Nats [NP] continue to impose racist solutions against the 
will of the vast majority of South Africans 


— They are unable to rule without greater repression, without 
further erosion of human rights, and withe"1t prolonged States of 
Emergency 


— Against this, the Freedom Charter continues to offer the most 
democratic and just vision of South Africa, embodying the hopes 
and aspirations of the overwhelming majority of South Africans 
— black and white 
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— Hence on the 32nd anniversary of the adoption of the Freedom 
Charter, the UDF calls upon all freedom-loving people of our 
country to re-dedicate themselves to the establishment of the 
united, democratic and non-racial society envisioned in this 
historic document. 


JUNE 26 -- SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM DAY 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 25 Jun 
MB260604 Johannesbvrg SAPA in English 


0558 GMT 26 Jun 87 


[Text] Pretoria June 26 SAPA — The overnight unrest report 
from the SAP Public Relations Division follows: 


“At Dobsonville (Soweto), a black man was arrested after a 
security force patrol was stoned. 


“In the black residential area near Witbank, a privately-owned 
truck was damaged when it was set alight.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB260522 [Editorial Report] 


STAR: SABC Bias Does Country ‘Disservice’ 

The SABC says that it places “the interests of the country first’ 
and claims to reflect the realities ‘but without providing a plat- 
form for revolutionary or radical elements,” Johannesburg The 
Star in English on 25 June observes in a page 1|2 editorial. 
“Failure to reflect objectively the ‘radical’ as well as the official! 
point of view amounts to airing only one side of an argument. 
Besides, what is ‘radical’ to the SABC might well be considered 
quite moderate to many others.” “The SABC does the country a 
disservice by distorting news through deliberate omission and 
selective emphasis. It may be true that no one is absolutely 
objective, but the public is entitled to expect that major media 
like television and radio are not misleading them about the real 
undercurrents in our society. Ignorance does not prevent change: 
it simply makes the ignorant less able to handle it.” 


DPSC Sees Little Hope for Detainees’ Release 
“Prospects for the approximately 3,000 detainees being held 
under the state of emergency are, to say the least, grim,” the 
Detainees Parents Support Committee (DPSC) writes in the 
“Our View” column on the same page. “The government's pet 
theory at the moment is that if it can suspend political opposition 
to itself while addressing socio-economic grievances (the ‘real 
cause of unrest’), the majority will lose interest in politics, ‘unrest’ 
will diz down and they will be able to lift the emergency...” 
“Mass organisations are projected by the National Security 
Management apparatus as evil bodies manipulating the genuine 
grievances of the residents. Thus a variety of methods are 
regszded as legitimate to wipe out this opposition, including 
detention, vigilante squads, disinformation and informer net- 
works. By combining these attacks on the democratic movement 
with the implementation of high profile township improvement 
schemes it is hoped that the connection between volitics and 
social grievances will be ruptured.” However, “only the most 
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gullible NP sunporter can honestly believe that the emergency is 
designed to create the space to addcess grievances.” Further- 
more, “by declaring an emergency and locking up the recognised 
and supported leaders the government merely added to these 
grievances.” 


BUSINESS DAY Welcomes Proposal on Strikes 
Commenting on the National Manpower Commission's proposal 
“to abolish criminal sanctions attached to strikes and lock-outs,” 
Johannesburg Business Day in English on 25 June says in its page 
6 editorial that “the first virtue of the proposal” is that “it seeks 
to remove obstacles to the evolution of labour law and practice. 
The second, no less important, is that it expands the recognition 
of rights on both sides of labour negotiations, and moves us 
gradually towards the standards of the civilised world. The third 
is that it reduces the complicating and coercive involvement of 
government.” It is “a pity that this sane approach is confined to 
labour law.” 


Effects of U.S. Withdrawals 

Kay Turvey reports on the same page that a study on the effects 
of the withdrawal of U.S companies from South Africa “con- 
cluded that the most likely change following U.S. pullouts would 
be a cut in the size of wage increases. This would occur until the 
wage scales of former U.S.-owned firms matched those of com- 
panies in related industries.” As for black advancement, the 
study found that Sullivan Code signatories “had done little better 
than South African industry in developing black managers.” 
However, “a change in labour relations was anticipated — new 
owners of U.S. operations being likely to respond more aggres- 
sively to strikes by sacking strikers and refusing to rehire union 
activists.” 


SOWETAN Sees Apartheid in RSC's 

“This week saw a lot of activity as the ‘reform process’ — this 
time the inauguration of the Regional Services Councils [RSC’s] 
— continued,” Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 25 June 
notes in its page & editorial. However, “the more you look at the 
figures, the more they tell you the story of apartheid, the story of 
whiteman boss. The combined vote of the white loca‘ authorities 
in the CWRSC [Central Witwatersrand Regional Services 
Council] is 74.48 percent as against the combined vote of blacks, 
25.52 percent.” Real reform in South Africa will only begin when 
“all South Africans will have equal says, as individuals, in the 
way they are governed, at national and at local levels.” 


BEELD: RSC’s ‘Cornerstones’ of New RSA 
“One of the most important cornerstones in the sizucture of the 
new South Africa is now being laid with the establishment of the 
;_gional services councils [RSC’'s}|,” remarks Johannesburg Beeld 
in Afrikaans on 25 June in a page 10 editorial. “The key position 
of these councils as tne most immediate level of interaction 
between ordinary citizens and the government — and therefore 
at the level at which reforms cause the most immediate, visible 
improvements in living conditions — are being concealed in all 
kinds of objections in some circles. It is understandable that these 
councils, like all new things, will be controversial at the start, 
particularly as a new system of regional taxation is implemented. 
Also, as can be expected in a country with such great disparities 
in group aspirations, there are also questions about representa- 
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tion. This is why the councils must function successfully very soon 
and improvements at ground levei must be visible.” 


BURGER: CP Plans Unrealistic 

“The Conservative Party, in trying to show how fair it is, claims 
that it does not seek white domination,” reports Cape Town Die 
Burger in Afrikaans on 23 June in a page 12 editorial. The CP 
Says it would “grant each population group its own government, 
unlike the National Party, which wants to rule the blacks.” 
However, “ihe realities of South Africa demand that a govern- 
ment which seeks to protect whites will also need to the interests 
of other groups.” Under CP proposais, there would “still be 
blacks in the so-called white fatherland, but if they are not 
granted the opportunity to fulfili heir political aspirations they 
will eventually have to be suppressed by violence. Would tha: 
really protect tive interests of the whites?” 


Zimbabwe Creating ‘Dictatorship’ 

“It has been clear for some time that sooner or later the Zimbab- 
wean Government was going to abolish” the 20 reserved white 
seats in its House of Assembly, notes Die Burger in a page 14 
editorial in its 24 June edition. “In a climate of increasing 
intolerance and totalitarianism, the political role of whites is 
over.” “As is the case in so many other African nations, one 
ethnic group dominates another — in this case, the Shonas, to 
the deep bitterness and disillusionment of the Ndebeles. By 
creating a one-party dictatorship, Mr Mugabe is not solving his 
country’s problems. To the contrary, he is frightening away 
foreign investment. which he needs to combat iacreasing unem- 
ployment.” “Renamo's attacks on Zimbabwe itself and its links 
to supporters of Reverend Ndabdaningi Sithole do not augur well. 
No one can tell how Mr Mugabe, faced with such poor prospects, 
will ever honor his promise of sanctions against South Africa.” 


Labor Disputes Must Be Nonpolitical 

“It is clear that the number of trade unions in South Africa is on 
the rise,” remarks a second editorial on the same page. Simulta- 
neously, however, “more strikes are occurring.” “The clear chal- 
lenge confronting labor is 's keep urely political issues out of 
labor matters as effectiv:ly as possible.” “When ideological 
issues become part of labor disputes, dangerous situations can 
arise. The shop flour is opened up to misuse by revolutionaries 
who want the workers to fight in the workplace for political and 
other grievances.” “There is only one obvivus solution: progress 
in constitutional, socioeconomic, and social reform in order that 
grievances do not create a breeding ground for radical labor 
action.” 


ZAMBIA 


Kaunda Says Repudiation of IMF Not ‘Isolation’ 
MB251857 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 25 Jun &7 


[Text] The president, Cor r- de Kaunda, has assured the interna- 
tional community that Zambia's repudiation of the International 
Monetary Fund was not isolation, and the country would czn- 
tinue to work with the rest of the world. Comrade Kaunda said 
those who thought the country’s decision to go it alone eco- 
nomically was isolation should give themse!ves a few more 
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months to see if Zambia’s world outlook would change. He was 
speaking at Kasaba Bay today in an interview with (Gary Baker), 
the Nairobi-based bureau chief of Cable News Internatiunal, 
centering especially on Zambia's economic direction. 


The president explained that Zambia's economy was heading for 
catastrophe and total collapse instead of improving as it had been 
expected, and it would have been suicidal! for the country to go 
ahead with the program. Comrade Kaunda assured the world 
that Zambia would honor its obligations in paying back the $5 
billion it owns to various countries and institutions in the world, 
despite the limiting of rate of payment to 10 percent on foreign 


exchange carnings. 


Minister Orders Airspace Violators Shot Down 
MB260712 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0690 GMT 26 Jun 87 


[Text] Minister of state for defense and security, Comrade Alex 
Shapi, has directed security officers minding the border areas to 
shoot down on sight any enemy planes violating the Zambian 
airspace. Addressing a rally in (?Solwezi), Comrade Shapi said 
Zambia has suffered enough and can no longer continue to be 
provoked by enemies who violate Zambian airspace. 


During his 10-day tour of Northwestern Province to spearhead 
the new economic recovery program, Comrade Shapi (?men 
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tioned) that enemy planes were flying low in the evenings without 
lights along the berder areas of Mwinilunga and Kabompo 
Districts. Comrade Shapi, who wound up his tour of the province 
yesterday, also appealed to the entire leadership in the province 
to work closely with security forces in minding the border areas 
before the party and its government work out methods to rein- 
force the present staff. 


Paper Reports Yugeoslav’s Arrest for 
MP ikar PANA in English 1435 GMT 25 Jun 87 


“ox | Luse ka, 25 June/ZANA/PANA)— A Yugosiav national 
Li 7 be i@ 2nd questioned by the Lusaka police for alleged 
Csim ~~, the government owned Zambia Daily Mail reported 
today. 


Charge d'affaires at the Yugoslav Embassy in Lusaka Mito 
Lambeski confirmed the detention of the man but said his 
embassy had not been furnished with rezsons why he was being 
held. 


Police (?sources) told the Mail that they had searched the 
detained man’s home and found 25 rounds of ammunition and 
about K 140,000 (17,500 US dollars) in cash. 


And in Livingstone town, Zambia's tourist resort centre on the 
southern border with Zimbabwe, another Yugoslav was fined 
[words indistinct] (?394 dollars) after pleading guilty to a [words 
indistinct] certificate. 
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GHANA 


Finance Secretary Criticizes Union Official 
AB242222 Accra Domestic Servic in English 
2000 GMT 24 Jun 87 


[Excerpts] The secretary for finance, Dr Kwesi Botchway, today 
sharply criticized the acting secretary general of the TUC (Trade 
Union Congress}, Mr Oklu, for deliberately misrepresenting and 
distorting government policy on taxation of allowances. Dr 
Botchway also accused Mr Oklu for recently issuing a circular 
letter in which he concealed from workers the true facts about 
decisions taken by the tripartite committee. It is therefore nec- 
essary, the secretary said, to expose the true facts. [passage 
omitted] 


Dr Botchway called on workers to examine critically the facts of 
some of the issues which some TUC personnel are attempting to 
represent as grievances. He expressed extreme sadness at the way 
in which some workers had again allowed themselves to be misled 
into pointless protests over issues which, if properly examined, 
would turn out to be against their own interests. How can workers 
fail to see, Dr Botchway asked, the way in which they are being 
manipulated. [passage omitted] 


GUINEA-BISSAU 


President Reported ‘Recovering Fully’ in Paris 
LD260252 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2300 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] President Nino Vieira of Guinea-Bissau is recovering fully 
at the Val-de-Grace Military Hospital in Paris where he under- 
went intensive treatment for a [words indistinct}. 


Nino Vieira is already able to see visitors although he cannot get 
out of bed yet. The return to Bissau of the Guinean health 
minister and the return to Brussels of the Guinean ambassador 
to Paris and the EEC are clear signs of his recovery. 


Sources close to the president of Guinea-Bissau have disclosed 
that Nino Vieira should be leaving the hospital at the end of the 
first week of July and will go for a rest somewhere in southern 
France. The same sources say that Nino Vieira is expected to 
return to Bissau on 15 July. 


[IVORY COAST 


Babangida Met by Houphouet-Boigny on Arrival 
AB252027 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 


1930 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] The Nigerian head of state, Major General Ibrahim 
Babangida, and his delegation arrived in Yamoussoukro at 1230 
today and were welcomed by President Houphouet-Boigny, 
members of the cabinet, and local inhabitants, including, nota- 
bly, numerous representatives of the Nigerian community. 
Babangida, who is visiting the Ivory Coast for the first time since 
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he came to power, will be in Yamoussoukro for 48 hours during 
which he will hold discussions with the Ivorian head of state. | 
have come to draw inspiration from President Houphouet- 
Boigny's political experience, he told reporters. Houphouet- 
Boigny is a model of wisdom in Africa and the world. 


[Begin Babangida recording in English with passage by passage 
translation into French] First of all, | would like to thank the 
president for being able to be here himself. In this great country 
lives one of the founding fathers of African nationalism, one of 
the founding fathers of the Organization of African Unity, one 
of the founding fathers of the Economic Community of West 
African States, and the doyen of the African presidents. And in 
conform. y with African tradition, it has become incumbent and 
necessary on us to pay always official visits to the president 
because we see in him a source of inspiration, and any time we 
have an opportunity, we would always like to come to him, so that 
he inspires us on matters that are political or economic in our own 
subcontinent. So, primarily, the purpose of the visit is to confer 
with the president on a number of issues that are bilateral, on a 
number of issues that have something to do with our Economic 
Community of West African States, and on a number of issues 
touching the African Continent. Even though the visit is short, I 
strongly believe that we will leave with a very good inspiration 
coming from the president. [end recording] 


The first series of discussions between Presidents Houphouet- 
Boigny and Babangida began this afternoon. Maj Gen Baban- 
gida, who is staying in Yamoussoukro, just ended a 48-hour visit 
to Senegal today. 


LIBERIA 


Cabinet Adopts Economic Recovery Measures 
AB252122 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Excerpt] President Samuel Kanyon Doe and members of his 
cabinet have concluded a 2-day presidential-ministerial session 
aimed at reviving the economy, with the setting up of several . 
committees. Information Minister G. Emmanuel Bowier now 
presents details of the 2-day meeting: 


[Begin recording] After 2 days of extensive deliberations, the 
cabinet, under the chairmanship of President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe, has resolved to undertake a series of measures aimed at 
reviving the economy. In view of the importance the president 
attaches to the nation’s economic recovery program, he has 
decided to suspend his scheduled travels and has directed that all 
foreign travels of honorable members of the cabinet be sus- 
pended, to allow them to more fully participate in the revitaliza- 
tion of the economy. Other immediate measures include the 
lifting of the restrictions of commodities into the country, exclud- 
ing rice, arms and ammunitions, poultry, beer, and petroleum 
products other than lubricants. Surcharges on all imported goods 
are hereby reduced to a maximum of 10 percent across the board, 
effective immediately. As a further measure of ensuring thc 
collection of government revenues and (?taxes), the cabinet 
decided that effective immediately, any businessman who 
attempts to undermine the economy and defrauds government 
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through the evasion of taxes by offering bribes or engaging in any 
activity detrimental to the economy, will be dealt with. In the 
case of foreign businessmen, such individuals will be deported 
and their property confiscated. 


The cabinet also decided that all investors entrusted in the 
privatization of the Liberia Petroleum Refining Company should 
submit, within 7 days, their proposals to the Ministry of Planning 
and Economic Affairs. On the issue of salary arrears, the cabinet 
resolved to make all government salaries current by the end of 
July 1987. [passage omitted] {end recording] 


Finance Minister on Role of U.S. ‘Experts’ 
AB251627 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Liberia’s Finance Ministry is in considerable turmoil, to 
put it mildly. There has been a series of corruption scandals with 
millions of dollars disappearing. The International Monetary 
Fund is withholding a loan. A number of American accountants 
are being flown in to Monrovia to sort out the mess. The first 
arrived last week, only to be followed by the suspension of a top 
ministry official under the cloud of another financial discrep- 
ancy. Mark Doyle asked Liberia’s Finance Minister John Best- 
man what the latest scandal involved. 


{Begin recording]{Bestman] Well, there are a number of people 
that went ahead and printed checks, and were able, in syndica- 
tion, to have these checks cashed through one of our local banks. 
And Mr Powell, obviously, is directly responsible for the main- 
tenance of all government bank accounts. 


[Doyle] So around $400,000 has been lost? 


{Bestman] Almost, almost, the matter is still being investigated 
and... 


[Doyle, interrupting] Now recently, President Doe announced 
that a larger amount of money, several million dollars, was 
involved in the scandal. Is this the scandal that we are talking 
about now? 


[Bestman] No, no. | think that is different. 
[Doyle] That one is different; so where is the rest of the 2 million? 


[Bestman] Well, that matter is being investigated. The president, 
who of course announced it, in due course is going to let the 
Liberian people know where it stands. 


[Doyle] One of the American accountants who is being sent to 
your country to help monitor the economy arrived, | believe. Is 
his arrival associated with this suspension? 


[Bestman] No, no, not at all, not at all. In fact, he has not yet 
taken over. | mean, these are adminstrative matters. Are you 
saying that we are not capable to take punitive measures against 
any of our officials unless we are told by an American to do so? 
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[Doyle] | am not suggesting that at all. | am just wondering if it 
is a coincidence that the man has arrived and several days later... 


{Bestman, interrupting] It is indeed a coincidence, and we want 
to get that straight! I think that the coming of the Americans 
here is to work with us as experts, but the day to day policy 
matters of the government is going to be decided by officials of 
the government. 


[Doyle] Now, you said that the American has not yet taken over. 
What will the American accountants be doing? 


{Bestman] Most of them will be computerizing most of our work 
here at the Ministry of Finance: the Revenue Department, the 
Expenditure Department... 


[Doyle] How do you respond to allegations from certain quarters 
that the arrival of the American accountants implies a loss of 
sovereignty for the Liberian Government? 


[Bestman] A loss of sovereignty” 


[Doyle] Yes, a loss of sovereignty. If you have 17 senior accoun- 
tants in top positions in your government who are not Liberians, 
what does that mean for the control that the Liberian Govern- 
ment has over expenditure and receipts? 


[Bestman] Well, as I said, they are going to be... in fact...[Best- 
man changes thought] Their responsibilities are as operational 
experts, not policymakers. [end recording] 


MALI 


Education Ministry Signs Agreement With USSR 
AB251723 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] A cooperation agreement was signed between Mali and 
the USSR this afternoon at the Ministry of National Education. 
Under the agreement, the Soviet Union will supply Mali with 
materials to renovate the equipment at the Professional Training 
Center (CFP, Centre de Formation Professionelle} as well as 
some teaching aids. At the signing ceremony, the minister of 
national education, Oumar Issaka Ba, stressed the importance 
that Mali attaches to professional training. He expressed sat- 
isfaction with results obtained at the CFP and praised the Soviet 
Union for its assistance to this center. 


For the economic counselor at the Soviet Embassy, this 
agreement represents a new stage in relations between Mali and 
the Soviet Union because it is a result of the Malian president's 
official visit to Moscow last July. Also, as part of decisions made 
during President Moussa Traore’s visit to the Soviet Union, a 
group of Soviet technicians will be in Bamako to see to the 
completion of the construction of the National Literacy Center 
situated on the Koumoudou Road. 
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NIGER 


Minister Leaves for Creditors’ Meeting in Geneva 
AB252142 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] General Seyni Kountche, chairman of the Supreme Mili- 
tary Council and head of state, has sent Finance Minister 
Boukary Adji to Geneva, Switzerland. Minister Boukary Adji, 
who left Niamey today, will participate in a creditors’ roundtable 
conference on Niger. During his absence, Beidari Mamadou, 
minister of civil service and labor, will act as finance minister. 


Burkina Faso Border Demarcation Meeting Begins 
AB252137 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Excerpt] The Niger-Burkina Faso meeting on the setting up of 
a border demarcation technical joint commission began its delib- 
erations in Niamey this morning at the Entente Council’s con- 
ference hall. The Niger delegation, whicl. is made up of about 10 
members, is led by Issiakou Abdou, permanent secretary of the 
Interior Ministry, while that of Burkina Faso is led by Karem- 
bega Adama, permanent secretary of the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration and Security. [passage omitted] 


NIGERIA 


Minister Says ‘No Retrenchments’ in Media 
AB252153 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] The minister cf information and culture, Prince Tony 
Momoh, has said that there will be no retrenchments in FRCN 
[Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria], NTA [Nigeria Televi- 
sion Authority] and News Agency of Nigeria, NAN. He 
explained that competent hands will be needed in those establish- 
ments for the execution of the government's heavy political 
programs coming up soon. 


Speaking to correspondents at Dodan Barracks today, Prince 
Momoh said that efforts were also on to ensure the commercial- 
ization of FRCN. He denied a newspaper report today which 
quoted him as saying that 1990 was an unrealistic date for return 
to civil rule. 


Arrests Follow ‘Violent’ Trade Union Clashes 
AB250959 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] A number of arrests have been made following violent 
clashes which resumed in Benin yesterday between the two 
factions of the OATUU [Organization of African Trade Union 
Unity] branch of the Road Transport Workers Union. The 
incident, which took place at the (?Sapele) Road headquarters of 
a faction of the union, caused extensive damage to several private 
and commercial vehicles. It also caused [words indistinct]. 
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SENEGAL 


Nigeria’s Babangida, Diouf Hold Private Talks 
AB251103 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 24 Jun 87 


[Excerpts] The news scene in the country continues to be domi- 
nated by the visit of the Nigerian head of state. This afternoon, 
Major General Ibrahim Babangida had a discussion with Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf while the Nigerian and Senegalese delegations 
held a meeting at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Pape Malick 
Gueye was present and reports: 


[Gueye] The importance of the meeting could be seen in the 
composition of the Nigerian and Senegalese delegations which 
were led respectively by His Excellency Bolaji Akinyemi, Nige- 
ria’s external affairs minister, and by His Excellency Ibrahima 
Fall, our foreign minister. [passage omitted] The Nigerian for- 
eign minister emphasized the goodwill between our two coun- 
tries, our two presidents, and our two peoples that makes our 
cooperation an example to be followed. Earlier, the head of the 
Senegalese delegation, His Excellency Ibrahima Fall, in talking 
to his guest, particularly recalled President Babangida’s toast 
during the official luncheon given him by President Diouf at 
noon. 


[Begin Fall recording] [passage indistinct] (?economic), cultural, 
scientific, and technical (?cooperation) in the framework of Afri- 
can South-South cooperation. Nigeria and Senegal are faced 
with similar problems and this should spur us on to exchange 
information and examine solutions to the problem of desert 
encroachment. We must exchange information concerning agri- 
cultural development, livestock breeding, and the development of 
fisheries. Given that our two countries possess some of the richest 
civilizations in Africa, it is necessary to establish a favorable 
framework for periodic cultural exchange and we must identify 
other fields that are mutually profitable for economic and com- 
mercial cooperation. [end recording] 


[Gueye] [passage omitted] The results of this meeting are to be 
conveyed to the heads of state, who were holding private talks at 
the Presidency of the Republic. 


[Announcer] In a short while, at 2045 or 2100, the Nigerian and 
Senegalese heads of state will go to the Daniel Sorano National 
Theater to participate in an evening performance offered in 
honor of Maj Gen Ibrahim Babangida. But now, we return to this 
morning's program, more precisely to the official luncheon given 
by President Abdou Diouf to his guest. This provided an opportu- 
nity for the two heads of state to exchange remarks. Here is a 
summary by Iba Diop. 


[Diop] President Abdou Diouf, after expressing satisfaction with 
the welcome he was given on 21 February in Maiduguri, recalled 
the relations between Nigeria and Senegal, ties that have been 
strengthened as both countries belong to the (?Sahel) zone and 
to the savanna. President Diouf stressed Maj Gen Ibrahim 
Babangida’s virtues, which are a reflection of those of his people: 
courage, clear-headedness, loyalty, and faithfulness. [passage 
omitted! Bilateral cooperation needs strengthening so that rela- 
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tions in all fields, but especially in trade and in transport and 
telecommunications, will attain the levels hoped for by the twa 
peoples and reflect the political will of the two heads of state. 
[passage omitted] 


Replying to President Diouf’s toast, Maj Gen Babangida 
thanked the Senegalese people for the sympathy and the warmth 
of the welcome accorded him. He also emphasized Nigeria’s 
willingness to further enhance the process of consultation 
between the two countries, a process that has been operative for 
several years now, so that the ties between Nigeria and Senegal 
can be strengthened. [passage omitted] 


Joint Communique Issued 
AB251641 Dakar PANA in French 1449 GMT 25 Jun 87 


[Text] Dakar, 25 Jun (APS-SEN /PANA) — Senegalese Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf and his Nigerian counterpart, General Ibra- 
him Babangida, have reaffirmed their faith in ECOWAS which 
constitutes, in their opinion, “an efficient tool for the integration 
of the economies of the peoples” of the subregion. 


In a joint communique issued in Dakar on 25 June at the end of 
the 3-day official visit of the Nigerian head of state to Senegal, 
the two statesmen called on ECOWAS member states to dem- 
onstrate “greater determination to enable the organization to 
achieve the noble objectives assigned to it.” To this end, they 
agreed to take all necessary steps to contribute to ensuring great 
success for the forthcoming ECOWAS summit, scheduled to 
take place in Abuja (Nigeria) from 7 to 9 July. They also 
reaffirmed their determination to do everything possible to 
ensure “a brilliant success” for the forthcoming pan-African 
Festival of Arts and Culture (Fespac) scheduled to be held in 
Senegal in 1988. 


According to the same cummunique, the two heads of state 
expressed happiness at the development of Senegalese- Nigerian 
relations and reaffirmed their desire to continue to consolidate 
further “the excellent ties” existing between Dakar and Lagos in 
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the cultural, social, economic, and technical fields, “in order to 
raise these ties to the level of the privileged political relations 
between the two countries.” 


Expressing their “grave concern” in the face of the serious 
problems threatening peace and security in Africa, President 
Diouf and President Babangida stated their firm determination 
to continue to work for peace and stability on the continent. They 
reaffirmed their determination to preserve and to strengthen the 
achievements of the OAU. They therefore reiterated their desire 
to work to find peaceful solutions to Africa’s problems. On Chad, 
they expressed their happiness over the ongoing process to ensure 
peace, national reconciliation, and the respect of the sovereignty 
and the territorial integrity of that country. President Diouf and 
President Babangida also strongly condemned “the inhuman 
policy” of apartheid of the racist Pretoria regime and reaffirmed 
the “unflinching and active solidarity” of their peoples with “the 
brotherly peoples of Namibia and South Africa.” 


In the economic field, the Senegalese and Nigerian heads of state 
expressed happiness over the outcome of the international con- 
ference held in Abuja (Nigeria) recently by the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA), in collaboration with the OAU 
and the African Development Bank (ADB) on the “challenge of 
economic revival and accelerated development in Africa.” They 
called on the industrialized countries to give concrete support to 
the efforts being made by African countries to effectively imple- 
ment the priority economic development program of Africa and 
to carry out the UN action program for the economic recovery 
and development of Africa. In this connection, Mr Abdou Diouf 
and Mr Ibrahim Babangida recalled the foreign debt problem 
“which has become an unbearable burden for African countries.” 
They observed that in spite of the measures taken by these 
countries to restructure their economies, the burden of their debt 
has been growing heavier while most of the creditor nations have 
not manifested any understanding of the issue. In this context, 
Presidents Diouf and Babangida renewed their appeal for the 
holding of a world conference on Africa's debt. 
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